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No 
Regrets

A LIFETIME LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH AN AGA BLUE 1967 912.

STORY BY DAVID MATHEWS  
PHOTOS BY NICK BERARD
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“My first car was a 1951 Oldsmobile, and my second 
car was a 1956 Oldsmobile,” said Dan. “My dad was an 
Oldsmobile guy. But the quality of American-made cars 
was so bad I began to look at Volkswagens. Their build 
quality was fantastic.” Volks wagens were well built and 
practical, but the desire for a Porsche still niggled at 
him. “Around that time, Barb and I came across a 1953 
356 at a local used-car lot. We took the car out and tried 
it. It ran very well, so I asked what they needed for it. 
The dealer said $800. Well, he could have just as easily 
said $150,000. We couldn’t come up with $800.”

After four or five used Beetles, Dan bought his first 
new Volkswagen, a 1965 Karmann Ghia convertible, the 
car he and Barb took on their honeymoon. Although the 
Karmann Ghia scratched the itch for a sporty German 
car, Dan still yearned for a Porsche. 

By 1967, the Pankratzes were in a better finan-
cial position. Once again they began to moon over a 
Porsche. They drove their red Karmann Ghia convert-
ible to Behm Motors in Appleton, Wisconsin (the first 
VW-Porsche dealer in Wisconsin) to look at both the 
911 and the 912. 

IN THE VIEW of most Porsche performance enthusiasts, 
more was better. More horsepower was better, more 
stump-pulling torque was better, faster and quicker 

were better—the “better” list went on ad nauseam. It 
wasn’t always that way, though. From its introduction 
in 1965 through 1967, the four-cylinder 912 outsold the 
newer, more powerful, six-cylinder 911 by a two-to-
one margin. In those days, the more practical side of 
Porsche people prevailed. Owners who maintained their 
own cars were legion. If he or she chose, a 356 owner 
could rebuild their car’s engine using the top of a back-
yard picnic table. Panorama’s “Up-Fixin der Porsche” 
technical articles were quite popular.

“We drove both [the 911 and 912]. The cars were 
nearly identical except for the engine,” recalled Dan. 
“The 911 was much quicker, but I was concerned about 
getting speeding tickets or getting into trouble with the 
car’s oversteer. The 911 was a couple of hundred pounds 
heavier than the 912, much of the weight at the rear of 
the car.”

Dan saw the practical side of buying a 912 with its 
familiar 1600 engine. “At the time, I thought I could keep 
the four-cylinder running because I’d always done my 
own work on the Beetles. The 911 six-cylinder engine 
was still fairly new. Coupled with the fact that the 911 
was $1,000 more than the 912, we decided on the 912.” 
Dan and Barb ordered their new Porsche exactly the 
way they wanted it. 

About a month later, Behm Motors called with the 

His love for the brand developed early. “In 1955, I 

saw my first Porsche at a Shell station on North 8th Street in Manitowoc, about 

four blocks from my school,” Fox Valley Region member Dan Pankratz began. 

“That station did foreign car service. I also saw my first Jaguar XK120 there. 

I was in the eighth grade.” ❖ Located on the western shore of Lake Michigan, 

halfway between Sheboygan and Green Bay and miles from any big city, Mani-

towoc, Wisconsin would hardly be considered a hotbed of foreign-car activity in 

the mid-1950s. Manitowoc’s primary sources of commerce were boats, bait, and 

beer. However, industry barons whose empires included shipbuilding, commer-

cial fishing, and malting (essential to beer brewing), with a bent toward fancy 

European sports cars and the wherewithal to support those avocations, treated 

locals to an occasional glimpse of Jaguars, Mercedes-Benzes, and Porsches as 

they sped down city streets.



 JUNE 2021  PANORAMA  79 78 PANORAMA JUNE 2021

news that the car had arrived. “I think they did a swap 
with a dealer in Oklahoma.” On April 28, 1967, Dan 
signed a purchase agreement for an Aga Blue Porsche 
912. That contract listed their beloved Karmann Ghia 
as a trade ($1,800.) Options on the agreement included 
a five-speed transmission ($80), radial tires ($20), an 
antenna ($20), loudspeakers ($15), a left outside mir-
ror ($5), and chrome wheels ($118.06). The total trade 
difference to step up to their first Porsche—$3,550.40. 
“I also had the dealer install a Blaupunkt AM/FM/SW 
radio,” Dan added.

They fell in love with the car’s Champagne Beige in-
terior, even though they had originally specified black. 
The mistake was never fully explained. And that love for 
the 912, their Aga Blue Porsche with its beige interior, 
has not diminished in 50-plus years of ownership. 

ENTHUSIASTS THAT THEY WERE (and still are), Dan and 
Barb immediately joined PCA. On October 25, 1967 the 

Pankratzes received official acceptance into the PCA 
fraternity. At a cost of $21 (unfortunately, the PCA 
badge was out of stock), Dan and Barb became mem-
bers of the largest single-marque car club in the world, 
the Porsche Club of America.

Dyed-in-the-wool drivers, Dan and Barb prefer to view 
the world from behind the steering wheel. “We like to 
get the cars out on the road,” said Barb. “We did a lot of 
rallying with the Wisconsin Sports Car Club, a club that 
started in the early ’50s and remained until ’93 or ’94—all 
makes, all rally people. We did at least a couple hundred 
rallies with them.” 

“Barb did over 300 rallies herself—received a plaque 
for it. She rallied with my mother when I was stationed 
in Korea,” added Dan.

“We generally didn’t make it to the finish,” remarked 
Barb. “We’d end up shopping.”

Rallying didn’t consume all of their driving time, 
though. “When we first got the car, we’d drive over to 

The Simpler, Gentler Porsche
PORSCHE’S 912 was a marketer’s dream. Not 

only did it look nearly identical to its newer, 

fancier big brother, the 911, the 912 came with 

the familiar Type 616 four-cylinder engine 

from the outgoing 356 SC and had a price of 

nearly $1,500 less than the six-cylinder ver-

sion. Car and Driver called it “a 911 that we can 

all afford to buy,” and Auto Motor und Sport 

declared it “the bread and butter Porsche.” 

The 912’s 1600 engine was slightly detuned 

from its SC predecessor. With a lower com-

pression ratio, the engine produced 90 horse-

power at 5800 rpm. Karl Ludvigsen weighed 

in on it in his definitive tome, Excellence Was 

Expected: “In the 912, this agreeable engine 

pulled well above 1500 rpm, but it needed to 

be revved past 3500 rpm if its best paces were 

to be shown.” 

With the four-cylinder engine being signifi-

cantly lighter than the 911’s flat six, plus the 

deletion of a separate dry-sump oil tank, the 

912 weighed 200 pounds less than the 911. 

Front/rear weight distribution was favorably 

impacted—44/56 percent versus the 911’s 

41/59. This more favorable weight distribution 

translated into its dynamic performance. “The 

handling is quite safe and hardly bound to 

surprise anyone accustomed to front-engined 

cars, except by the tenacity of its grip on the 

road,” said Car and Driver.

Although devoid of some interior goodies 

such as a teak dash trim, wood-trimmed steer-

ing wheel, and two of the five traditional instru-

ment gauges, the base model was not consid-

ered a stripper in any sense. Available options 

such as a five-speed transmission, those two ad-

ditional gauges, and chrome wheels (versus the 

painted wheels that were standard issue) made 

it a virtual twin of the 911. Classic five-spoke 

Fuchs wheels became available in 1967. Also 

introduced in 1967 was an open air version, the 

Targa, with its removable roof section, brushed 

stainless-steel roll bar hoop, and zip-out, plastic 

rear window. Like its 911 sibling, the 912 was 

lengthened in 1969 to further enhance stability.

The four-cylinder 912 was discontinued after 

1969, bowing to make way for the new, mid- 

engine 914. However in 1976, the last year 

of the 914 and before the newest entry-level 

Porsche 924 was ready for mass production, a 

one-model-year-only 912E filled the gap. Us-

ing the Type 4 Volkswagen engine massaged 

by Porsche engineers and fitted with Bosch 

L-Jetronic fuel injection, that four-cylinder pro-

duced 86 horsepower at 4900 rpm and 98 lb-ft 

of neck-snapping torque at 4000 rpm. The 912E 

was heavier and slower than the earlier 912s 

but was considered somewhat more comfort-

able. It was the only 912 model that came with 

a galvanized chassis.

Considered by some a “lesser than” mod-

el, the 912 still provided a significant milestone  

for Porsche. It was a 912 Targa, completed  

on December 21, 1966 for the State Police of 

Baden-Württemberg, that was the 100,000th 

Porsche built. —DM

Brand allegiance: 

A personalized 

dash plate, 

logo’d seat belt 

clasps, and a PCA 

decal are proudly 

displayed. The 

five-gauge cluster 

and Blaupunkt 

radio were two 

options chosen by 

the Pankratzes.
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Road America in Elkhart Lake. At that time, there were 
only three races there, the first being the June Sprints.” 
Most of the marques had their own designated parking 
areas. Porsche Park was originally located near Turn 
Five, adjacent to the road going uphill toward the pits. 

“About a week before the Sprints, Milwaukee Region  
members would come up, clean the area, cut the grass, 
and trim the bushes,” said Dan. “Cliff Tufte, the track’s 
designer and first president, would let us in for the day 
and stay with us. Then at the end of the day he would 
join us for a cookout. Afterwards, we’d ask if we could 
go on the track. He’d say, ‘Yeah, you can go, but you 
have to go really slow.’ Of course from Corner Five you 
can’t really see a lot of the track…”

“A friend had a new 1969 912 Targa,” he continued. 
“We’d get out on the track and he would give me about 
a quarter-mile head start and then try to catch me. But 
whenever we got to the area where Cliff could see us, 

we’d slow down to a normal speed.”
Barb’s favorite memories? “I just enjoyed taking it to 

rallies and showing it. We are very proud of the car be-
cause Dan has kept it in pristine condition. We did get it 
up to 100 mph once. Dan was driving with a friend and I 
was in the back seat. I egged him on, ‘Come on, let’s see 
what this’ll do.’ So Dan got it up to 100 and then we saw 
red and blue lights behind us. The policeman stopped 
us, but didn’t give us a ticket.”

The 912 is not the only Porsche Dan and Barb own. A 
1963 356B coupe shares garage space. How do the two 
four-cylinder Porsches compare? “My 356 is a Normal. 
It doesn’t have a lot of power: 60 horsepower compared 
to a little more than 100 horsepower for the 912. My 912 
is much quicker and handles better. There is a world of 
difference between the two. I love to drive the 356; you 
know that’s the model that started it all.” But the 912? 
“I’ve never regretted the decision to buy it.”  

The simplicity and 

familiarity of its 

1600cc four- 

cylinder engine 

was too good to 

ignore. True (Aga) 

Blue—Dan and 

Barb have been 

together with their 

912 for 54 years. 


