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There’s not a more traditional race track than “America’s 
National Park of Speed,” Road America. Located two miles 
south of Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, this four-mile long, 

14-turn road circuit moved racing off the surrounding public 
highways and onto a purpose-built, self-contained race course 
nearly 70 years ago.

There’s not a more traditional race track food than a Johnson-
ville Bratwurst from a Road America concession stand, loaded 
with sauerkraut, chopped onions, ketchup, and mustard, washed 
down with a cup of cold beer. 

And finally, there’s not a more traditional sports car than 
Porsche, dominant both on and off the track at Road America 
ever since its gates swung open for an SCCA National race on 
September 10, 1955.

So, it seemed obvious to the late Tom Spiegel, founder and 
first president of the Wisconsin 356 Club, that blending these 
three elements into one glorious, annual event, “Beer, Brats, and 
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BEER, BRATS AND BATHTUBS

Above: Dave and Julie Brenny’s 1964 SC coupe took pole position at the 
2022 Beer, Brats, and Bathtubs event at Road America. The Brennys arrived 
early to ensure everything was in place before club members rolled in.
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The good thing was that from Turn Five you can’t really see a lot 
of the track, so…”

For those familiar with Road America’s layout, there’s nearly 
unanimous consensus that this location is prime real estate. Its 
grassy knoll, abutting the road leading up to pit lane, provides 
a look at Turn 14, which leads to the long, uphill front stretch. 
Equally exciting is the view of Turn Five, where hard braking 
surrenders to neck-snapping acceleration toward Corvette Bridge. 

Combining beer, bratwurst, and beautiful Porsches with rau-
cous race action results in sensory overload. Where else but at the 
Wisconsin 356 Club’s Beer, Brats, and Bathtubs event could the 
pungent smell of burnt fuel, hot brakes, and charred meat combine 
with the unmuffled wail of race engines pegged at redline and the 
view of shapely 356 coupes, Roadsters, and cabriolets? Spectators 
ogled the cars and snapped photos from every conceivable angle, 

Bathtubs,” was the natural thing to do. With bulldog determination, 
Tom pushed his dream into reality several years ago, hosting the 
event at several locations at and near Road America. After Tom’s 
death, Jim Bach, current president of the Wisconsin 356 Club and 
owner and president of Bach Racecraft in Verona, Wisconsin, 
ratcheted up the event and returned it to the original Porsche Park 
location near Turn Five. 

Porsche Park’s original spot held special memories for old 
timers. As one recalled, “About a week before the Sprints, Porsche 
Club of America [PCA] Milwaukee Region members would 
come up, clean the area, cut the grass, and trim the bushes. Cliff 
Tufte, the track’s designer and first president, would let us in for 
the day and stay with us. Then, at the end of the day, he would 
join us for a cookout. Afterwards, we’d ask if we could go on the 
track. He’d say, ‘Yeah, you can go, but you have to go really slow.’ 

Peter Kovacevich and his wife Monica Plummer are relatively new members of the Wisconsin 356 Club. Having recently moved from Des Moines, Iowa, 
they expressed eagerness to join the club in future drives and events in their Signal Red 1965 SC, a Porsche they’ve owned for 23 years.

Above left: Paul Masanek, Vice President of Chicagoland’s Midwest 356 Club, has owned his silver/wine leather 1962 cabriolet for ten years. A dyed-in-
the-wool driver, Paul has piloted “Tubster” throughout the country. Most recently he returned from the PCA Parade in the Poconos, where he competed in 
the Concours d’Elegance and the Time-Speed-Distance Rally. Above right: Randy Szczesny drove his dark blue and tan SC cabriolet from the Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, area. Randy, an active Midwest 356 member, whose other interests include vintage wooden boats, has hosted club events at his home.
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Jim Bach promises to keep this event perpetually placed on 
Road America’s calendar, and firmly parked on the hill by Turn 
Five. He said, “It’s great to see our members with their cars at 
this event.”

while owners jawboned about their cars and the unique qualities 
each had. Perfect restorations, road warriors, and tastefully-mod-
ded Outlaws all shared the hill. Long-term 356 owners rubbed 
shoulders with newbies. 

Above left: Kris Funk-Fedoruk drove her SC cabriolet from the Chicago suburbs. Kris’s late father Tom, a highly respected 356 expert in the Porsche 
community, purchased the car in 1972. Her personalized plate, FUNK, was a fitting remembrance to her dad. Kris said, “The thrill we have driving Dad’s 
car and sharing memories of club events with other 356 drivers makes owning this car so special!” Above right: Bill Myer held court throughout the 
event, fielding questions about his unique Continental coupe. Bill spent years modifying his coupe exactly how he wanted it, including its healthy 914 
engine with horizontal cooling fan. See Vol 45-4 for more about this unique car.


