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CHAMPION IS A FORCE TO RECKON WITH ON 

TRACK—DESCRIBED AS “ONE HELL OF A DRIVER.”
By DAVID MATHEWS
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“YOU KNOW, I’VE GOT ONE  
of these wonderful ideas that 
women should be all dressed 

in white like all the other domestic appliances.” 
Bernie Ecclestone, 2005.

If ‘F1 Supremo,’ (former Chief Executive of the 
Formula One Group) Bernie Ecclestone, made 
this chauvinistic comment around Sacramento 
Valley Region PCA Club racer Karen Holmes, 
more than likely, he would have needed to duck. 
Pretty good with her right hand, she would have 
a memorable right hook. Holmes, a no-nonsense 
911 Cup racer, is a top contender and frequent 
podium finisher in her Chartreuse 1973 911T.  
In 2022, she placed second nationally in the 911 
Cup class.

For Holmes, the knack for driving race cars fast 
was hereditary. “When I was a kid, my dad, Mike 
Hansen, raced Formula B open-wheel cars. He 
was good, making it nationally for a while. But in 

the mid-‘60s he faced a decision—continue rac-
ing, or give it up and focus on his business. During 
his racing days, I went to lots of racetracks with 
him. [I] was in the pits at Laguna Seca, did track 
time at Willow Springs… I really thought I would 
become a driver with my dad. But he quit… he 
quit cold turkey. He sold his car, concentrated on 
work, and it was all over. It was the right decision 
for him. I thought my dream of driving was over.”

Life moved on for Holmes. She married, had 
children, ran a business, and put the idea of racing 
on the back burner. However, her interest in cars, 
especially Porsche, remained. 

“I always thought Porsche was a cool car. For 
my 20th wedding anniversary, my husband gave 
me a 1984 911 Cabriolet. I had it for about three 
months when I asked my husband if he minded 
if I put a roll bar in the car. I started doing driver 
education (DE) events, and continued for two 
years, before crashing it at Sonoma. The crash was 

bad enough that my insurance company totaled 
it, but I bought it back. At the time, I had enough 
money to buy a proper race car. I needed a coupe, 
not an open car.”

Holmes searched for the right car, finding it in 
Seattle, Washington. “I bought a one-way ticket, 
and with cash in my pocket, went to buy the 
car. The guy who owned the coupe told me he 
owned a restaurant, things were tight, and he was 
strapped for cash. He never should have told me 
that. At the time I was running a restaurant and 
knew exactly what he was going through. When 
I put $12,000 cash on the table, he jumped at my 
offer.” 

It was off to the races with Holmes’ new 
acquisition. What would make a purist cringe, 
made perfect sense to a racer. She immediately 
began modifying what was a 1984 Carrera Garage 
Queen, into a track car.  After ten years of DE 
events, Holmes made the leap to racing. 
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Dealer inquiries welcome 
Performance Racing Oils
Tel: 865-200-4264
info@performanceracingoils.com 
PerformanceRacingOils.com

“Learn more about Millers Oils” 

• Less engine wear means longer engine life.
• Notably extended gear life on high HP cars.

Seriously,... this is the 
oil your car deserves...
 You work your car hard when racing, so it's 
vitally important you protect your investment with 
the best.

Used in 7 LMP2 Cars during the 2017 24 Hours of 
Le Mans... Millers protects like no other !

25% off for PCA Club Racer's:  Enter coupon code "PCA 25%"



“In 2014, I decided to go racing. There was a 
group out here called Porsche Racer Club (PRC.) 
I knew they were racers. I knew they raced my 
kind of car. So, I showed up at one of their events. 
I went out the first session, and when I came 
back, all the boys were sniffing around my car. 
One of the guys, Andy Simpkinson, looked at me 
and said, ‘You are DONE for the day!’ I was like, 
wait… what… what? Andy told me to look at 
my wheels. Sure enough, both rear wheels were 
cracked. I was really mad, but he probably saved 
my life. Anyway, I went home, bought new wheels, 
and got ready to give it another go.” 

Was the good ole boys’ club at PRC put off 
by this female interloper? No way. “They were 
so wonderful, so helpful. They cheered me on, 
coached me. I was terrible in the beginning. But 
in that first moment, when I made it to an actual 
race and got the green flag, I literally grabbed my 
leg, and shouted, I’m doing it! I’m doing it! It’s 
happening! And then there was the checkered 
flag, and I made it, and I was dead last by a mile, 
but it was all fine. I loved it.”

Holmes never went to a drivers’ school. 
Instead, she got her chops from doing 10+ years 
of DEs. “I got to the point where I wanted a green 
flag. I wanted a checkered flag. Yeah, I had to do 
some ‘official’ things to get my provisional license, K
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Phone: 203-723-8928
www. SoftronicSoftware.com
email: Info@SoftronicSoftware.com

Softronic® is the leading producer of racing 
and street performance software.

Spencer Cox at the wheel of his GTB1 National Championship-winning Cayman. 
Enhanced with Softronic® software.

Softronic®-tuned cars have won the GT Class 
at the Rolex 24 at Daytona and powered every 
car in the Cayman Interseries. 

Softronic® software has also powered winning 
cars and top finishers in the ultra-competitive 
World Challenge Series, Continental Tire 
SportsCar Challenge Series, and PCA races 
from coast to coast. 

Street or track, Softronic® software helps you 
put the competition in your rear view mirror.



“This experience 
has been 

wonderful. 
I’ve had lots of 

encouragement, 
lots of help, friends 

cheering, not to 
mention that it’s  

a real gas to  
drive a race car.”

— Karen Holmes,  
Sacramento Valley Region  

PCA Club racer
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but I never got an X on my car, indicating I was a 
newbie. All the boys knew who I was. They knew 
I was still a little rough and they should just get 
around me. The camaraderie was amazing. So, I 
just journeyed on.”

In 2019, Holmes went racing at Road America, 
in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, a far poke from those 
familiar West Coast tracks. That trip east was 
memorable. “During my second race there, my 
car died a warrior’s death,” she said. “I crashed 
it, coming out of Turn Eight. I went wide, got 
sideways, and went into a concrete wall. The car 
came back to the pits on a flatbed. It was not good. 
I smashed the front of the car to smithereens.”

Back in the shop at Reno, they began pulling K
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Celebrating

DO YOU REALLY WANT TO GET QUICKER?
COUPLE THE VBOX HD2 ALONG WITH SEAT TIME AND GOOD 
INSTRUCTION, AND YOU WILL BE AMAZED AT THE RESULTS!

VIDEO VBOX HD2
HDMI TRACK PACKAGE

SONOMA RACEWAY
(800) 708-RACE

JUPITER, FL
(866) 320-FAST

SEBRING RACEWAY
(863) 655-7777

ENGLEWOOD, CO
(800) 251-8917

WWW.WINECOUNTRYMOTORSPORTS.COM
FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS OVER $100

• DUAL CAMERA 1080P SYSTEM
• 10 HZ GPS DATA LOGGING
• PREDICTIVE LAP TIMING (WITH 

OLED DISPLAY)
• REAL-TIME, HIGH-DEFINITION 

GRAPHIC OVERLAY
• MP4 VIDEO & AUDIO RECORDING



usable parts off the car. “The engine was still 
good. The tranny was still good. There were lots 
of usable parts, so I began to sell that stuff on 
Craigslist. Two weeks after we got back, one of the 
guys at the shop called to say he knew where there 
was another car. I thought, am I going to really 
do this all again? I felt like I was the gal who just 
got a divorce, then immediately started dating. I 
thought it was crazy. But then I said, ‘okay…I’ll 
take a look.’”

They drove to Quincy, California, to see the 
car—a 1973 911T that had been stored in a barn 
for 12 years. Remarkably, it was almost completely 
race-prepped. Holmes decided to buy it then 
and there, and brought it home. The shop did 

what needed to be done to complete its race car 
transformation, but a reduced race schedule due 
to COVID-19, and because the car had not been 
raced prior, it took a year to get it sorted before it 
was solid and raceable. “I love this car,” Holmes 
gushed. “It is so much better than my Carrera. 
It’s lighter. The balance is better. It handles much 
better.”

“This experience has been wonderful. I’ve had 
lots of encouragement, lots of help, friends cheer-
ing, not to mention that it’s a real gas to drive 
a race car.” Prior to her visit to Road America, 
Holmes’ racing adventures were strictly solo. Her 
husband had decided it was her hobby. But then, 
he accompanied Holmes to Wisconsin, a first. “I K
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• Friday Practice & Fun Races 
• Saturday Two Sprint Races 
• Sunday 90 Minute Enduro (early finish) 
• Vintage only Race Group (Fri-Sat) 
• National Championship Points 
• Clubsport and Vintage Series  
• Open track HPDE Sunday PM  

Race On The Rollercoaster With Zone 2 , March 22-24 

Registration opens Monday February 5  8:00 PM  

Event Chair: Phil Grandfield,  zone2reppca@gmail.com 
Club Race Registrar: Scott Hoffman, scotthoffman11@icloud.com 
HPDE Registrar: Kira Mellups, deregistrar@fsrpca.org

Lunch Laps for Charity
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thought he would enjoy handling radio commu-
nications, so I got a set of radios, and he became 
my radio guy. His actual support has been very 
helpful.” 

And while Holmes’ grown children think it’s 
cool that their mother is a race car driver, her fan 
club extends beyond her family. Jeff Wiggins, a 
National Scrutineer, praised Holmes with these 
words, “Karen’s very enthusiastic, and a strong 
advocate for the series, not to mention a solid 
clean driver. She wheels a car with no ABS or 
power steering.”

And remember Andy, the guy who black-
flagged her because of her cracked wheels? He’s a 
former F-15 fighter pilot and current competitor 
in PCA Club Racing, who described Karen as, 
“…a hell of a driver.”  n
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The new PUMA SL Tech Mid Pro shoe culminates the ultimate recombinant design of 
the Future Cat Hi Pro L with the Future Cat Mid P Pro features into the most desirable 
driving shoe for professionals today. The PUMA SL Tech Pro is constructed of premium 

full-grain leather, an oil-resistant rubber outsole, a form-designed Velcro closure off ering 
customized comfort and fi t in a Mid-top platform, and a 25% weight reduction over other 

conventional designs. Unique multi-panel, internal seam, pre-formed leather construction with high toe 
box creates the ultimate durability, fi tment, and comfort for long driving stints. Newly paneled backing of the 

shank at the Achilles tendon improves fi re protection while ensuring freedom of movement front to rear at the ankle 
without sacrifi cing the necessary ankle protection from side-to-side. 

FIA (8856-2000) APPROVED. SFI 3.3/5.

An anatomical shaped foot plate, 
UNI Chassis midsole, and ‘split heel’ 
construction maximizes foot support, 
sensitivity, and agility in driver’s footwork. 

AVANTI SUIT
FIA APPROVED (8856-2000) 
SFI 3.3/5

PODIO GLOVE
FIA APPROVED (8856-2000)

 Spring Mountain Motorsports | NV |   775-727-6363
Track First | OH |   234-380-5978

 Wine Country Motor Sports | CA |   707-935-7223
 Wine Country Motor Sports | CO |   303-799-6606
 Wine Country Motor Sports | FL |   561-748-5328

Authorized Centers    
Air Power Racing | UT | 801-475-9380

 Driver’s Edge Autosport | BC | 604-298-5531
Framor Safety | MX | (52)555276-0558

 Performance Speed Tech | TX | 817-512-4780

To fi nd a dealer near you: (714) 847-1501 
or fi nd us on the web at: puma.subesports.com

Subé Sports is the exclusive 
distributor of PUMA Motorsports 

products in the USA.
www.subesports.com

Client: SUBE SPORTS  |  Ad: PUMA: Shoe/SL Tech/Generic  |  Publication:EXCELLENCE/VELOCITY  |  Size: T=8.375x10.875 – B=8.5x11.125  |  If you experience any problems with this ad please contact: info@newportcreatives.com or (949) 436-8923.subead_puma_cobra_PORSCHE_0614.indd   3 6/23/14   8:32 AM
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