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FOR THE FIRST TIME 
SINCE 2019, THERE 
WERE NO BARRIERS 
TO ATTENDANCE AS 
MEMBERS FROM 
ACROSS NORTH 
AMERICA CONVERGED 
AT PARADE.

Parade in the 
Poconos

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

T H EPOCONOS

66th PORSCHE PARADE
JUNE 12-18

2022

STORY BY DAVID MATHEWS   PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ALAN ROSS, BRUCE SWEETMAN, RANDY WELLS & PCA PHOTO TEAM

TO PARAPHRASE Sergeant Joe Friday, the famous detective on the popular ’50s and ’60s radio and TV crime 
series Dragnet, “There were 3,000 stories at Pocono’s PCA Parade. Here are a few of them.” First, however, just 
the facts: 3,000 Porsche enthusiasts attended the 66th annual Porsche Club of America Parade in the beautiful 
Pocono Mountains in Pennsylvania. Among those attendees were our Canadian members who, for the fi rst 
time since the pandemic, were able to attend Parade in person. Crowding the Kalahari Resorts Convention 
Center and parking lot were 1,000 Porsches that were displayed, driven, preened, polished, and ogled over. To 
celebrate this reunion, we decided to devote our Parade coverage to the folks we encountered, the cars that 
caught our eyes, and the stories that tickled our collective fancy. We hope they tickle yours as well. 

Masterful choreography and cutting-edge technology embrace tradition: a drone was used to capture the 

symmetry of colorful Porsches forming a 70-year logo (right) commemorating seven decades of Porsche clubs.

PHOTO BY THOMAS UFF / KEYSTONE AERIAL CAM, LTD.; DRONE USAGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH PCA GUIDELINES: DUA #061822-JEQ15
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my involvement with the Central 
Wisconsin Region, I served as web-
master for the Big Island Region 
[Hawaii], where we won the award 
for best website in Class 1 Regions 
in 2021. And in 2017, my region, Red 
River, won for best website in Class 
2 Regions.”

Not all of Andreas’s interests lie 
in web design, though. His first au-
tocross experience came at Pocono 
Raceway. “My knees were shaking 
after the first run,” he said. It wasn’t 
the speed that spooked Andreas; it 
was being confined in a car, rather 
than hanging onto motorcycle han-
dlebars. Racing motorcycles was 
Andreas’s first love. Notching a lap 
time of just over nine minutes at the 
Nürburgring is one of his many two-
wheeled achievements.

Sendger and Julide Erkaya hail 
from the Upper Canada Region. 
They drove their 2012 Meteor Gray 
Carrera GTS from Toronto to Penn-
sylvania. The Poconos Parade was 
the Erkayas’ second, after the 2015 
event in French Lick, Indiana. Send-
ger and Julide participated in the TSD 
Rally, “Big fun,” Sendger described it, 
although they suffered a 300-point 
penalty because of some road con-
struction confusion. Not a complete 
stranger to rallying, Sendger contin-
ued, “I’ve done European-style, multi-
day rallies. In fact, in 2014, I drove a 
Porsche in the Targa Newfoundland, 
a six-day rally that is an event not for 
the faint-hearted. Amazing!”

THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE
Although many enthusiasts fawn 

over the wings, dams, louvers, 
scoops, and gills of modern Porsche 
models, some think that simple is 
better. In fact, best. Rick Mershad’s 
white 1955 Pre-A 356 1600 Speed-
ster, chassis number 81131, checks 
that box. It typifies the essence of 
sports cars. It doesn’t shout, “Hey, 
look at me!” Rather, it lets its perfect 
elegance do the talking. Achieving 
Gmund Gold status with an RS01F 
First in Class, Rick’s Speedster also 
captured the hearts of attendees, 
winning the overall People’s Choice 
Award at Parade. 

One of the last pre-A 356 Speed-
sters produced, it was delivered by 
Max Hoffman himself to its first 
owner in the village of Ilion, New 
York. From there, the Speedster 
passed through several hands, was 
the subject of a lawsuit heard by the 
New York Supreme Court, was bro-
kered by the Beverly Hills Car Club, 
and at the end of 2018, purchased 
by Rick. After a two-and-a-half year 
full restoration by Ed Pimm of EPR 
Automotive in Plain City, Ohio, the 
Speedster claimed center stage in 
Rick’s extensive collection. 

Although Rick is a connoisseur 
of fine Porsches, he didn’t get into 
concours craziness until 2019, when 
he attended the Boca Raton Parade 
with his 1969 911S. Despite working 
on his entry for days, he was stunned 
by the quality of competition. 

SALUT À NOS AMIS CANADIENS!
Because of the COVID quaran-

tine, there was no travel between 
the Canadian provinces and the 
United States for what seemed like 
centuries. During the pandemic, 
Canadian regions were forced to 
cancel or postpone events due to 
provincial health guidelines. Most 
regions held socially distanced 
driving tours and Zoom events, and 
Hagerty Canada hosted virtual tours 
of the Hagerty Garage. Finally, after 
the cancellation of Parade in 2020 
and the Canadian absence from 
Parade in 2021, cross-border travel 
was allowed. It was great to see the 
many Canadian PCA members who 
came to the Poconos, and we spent 
some time with several of them.

Dale and Eleanor Milne, Red 
River Region members, drove their 
Meridian Silver 2002 911 Targa to 
Pennsylvania from Winnipeg, Man-
itoba. Dale and Eleanor grew up 
in Saskatchewan before moving to 
Ontario for work, and then eventu-
ally to Winnipeg. Having attended 
their first PCA Parade in 2017 in 
Spokane, Washington and following 
up in 2018 at Osage Beach, Missouri, 
the Milnes were excited to be in the 
Poconos for this year’s Parade.

Besides participating in driving 

tours, the Milnes also competed in 
the concours. Dale was taken aback 
by their fellow competitors’ gener-
osity and willingness to help with 
concours prep. In the end, all of the 
hard work paid off, as their Targa 
achieved a third in Class PP06S.

We also visited with Andreas 
and Sabine Kottschoth, who drove 
to Parade from Ontario. Andreas, an 
expert in website design, explained 
why, despite being a Canadian res-
ident, his current region is Central 
Wisconsin. “I volunteered to be 
webmaster for the region. Prior to 

Ten Torontonians who regularly motor together were thrilled to drive across the U.S./

Canada border to attend the Poconos Parade. Above: Andreas ready to autocross.

Simple elegance 

cloaked in white: 

Capturing both the 

Best in Class and 

People’s Choice 

awards, Rick Mer-

shad’s 1955 Speed-

ster is a stunner. 

Hard work and 

attention to detail 

ultimately rang the 

bell for Rick after 

several years as  

an also-ran.



Color is king when 

it comes to Porsche, 

and never was it as 

obvious as it was in 

the conference hall. 

From Conda Green 

to Lava Orange, 

many of the colors 

featured on PCA’s 

Rennbow website 

were on display. 

None were more 

striking than Dick 

Pitini’s Neptune 

Blue/Truffle Brown 

Taycan 4 Cross 

Turismo. Al and 

Suzanne Pondillo, 

first-time Parade 

attendees and 

first-time concours 

competitors, did 

very well with their 

Arctic Silver 986 

Boxster after some 

last-minute drama.
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of concours preparation, including 
best practices and best products. Of 
course, judging remained stringent 
and competition was fierce, but no 
one got his/her nose bloodied.

CONCOURS ROOKIES
There are always those who jump 

into the concours pond headfirst. 
Perhaps they think it’s like the local 
Cars & Coffee—you know, a quick 
vacuum and a dollop of Turtle Wax. 
However, the Parade concours com-
petition is several notches higher 

than that. We spoke with two mem-
bers who found out firsthand.

Dick Pitini stepped into the fray 
with his Neptune Blue over Truffle 
Brown 2022 Taycan 4 Cross Tur-
ismo. After a start-stop-start with 
PCA—he owned an Albert Blue 911 
years ago, rejoined PCA when he 
bought a 2017 Macan GTS, then sold 
the Macan and bought the Taycan—
Dick says, “I’m home [at PCA] and 
am here to stay.” 

Why a Taycan? “I decided I want-
ed an electric car. I’m into technol-
ogy—computers and such. Initially, 
I ordered a long-range Tesla, but 
when the Cross Turismo came out I 
thought, that is my car. So I canceled 
the Tesla and ordered the Taycan.”

When production and transporta-
tion issues delayed Dick’s order, his 
dealer stepped up. “The general man-
ager of Euroclassics in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, had ordered this car for his own 
use, but offered it to me. He’d spec’d 
it exactly like he wanted it. I choked 
over the cost of the options—$45,000. 
But there is not one that I don’t love.”

Entering the Parade concours 
competition was an afterthought. 
“I’ve always enjoyed keeping my car 
nice. I use a pressure washer and a 
foam cannon. It’s sort of a hobby. 
So anyway, I figured I may as well 
compete with the Taycan. I showed 
it at Werks Reunion at Amelia Island 
and got second place, so I thought 
I’d enter the Parade concours. I had 
a coaching session with Michael 
Grove, but this level was way be-
yond what I thought it would be. 

I found the detail required simply 
incredible.” So how’d Dick do? He 
won first in class. The caveat? His 
Taycan was the only car in that 
class. “The fun part was the people. 
Everyone who walked past the car 
wanted to talk about it.”

Al and Suzanne Pondillo compet-
ed in this, their first concours, with 
their Arctic Silver 986 Boxster. Hav-
ing displayed their Mustang in car 
shows, they thought PCA competi-
tion would be the same sort of thing. 

“I was sitting out on the con-
cours field, my head in my hands,” 
he recalled. “I said to myself that I 
would never do this again. I was so 
humiliated. I worked so hard on that 
car, but I simply didn’t realize what 
it took to compete at this level.”

Rick did not give up, though. In-
stead, he connected with members 
of the Porsche community, leaning 
on their expertise. “I thought, my 
gosh, they really want to help me. 
Pete Bartelli helped. Ken Brightman 
helped. Tom Scott helped. Pat Yana-

han helped. They all told me I had to 
start at the very beginning.” 

Thinking he was ready for prime 
time, Rick brought 81131 to French 
Lick in 2021, where it achieved a 
third-place finish. Reviewing what 
hurt his score, Rick learned from 
his mistakes and decided to cor-
rect the deficiencies. “I thought to 
myself that I simply could not give 
up. I’d try again,” Rick said. Look-
ing through his score sheets, asking 
the experts, and dealing with each 
detail finally paid off. His Speed-
ster won at this year’s big show. Pat 
Yanahan commented on Rick’s tena-
ciousness. “One thing about Rick; 
he listens and he learns.”

What’s next for Rick and his 
Speedster? “I’m going to drive it…
have fun with it. We did with it what 
we wanted to do. Now it’s time for 
something else. I have a 1967 911S 
that is a good concours candidate.”

CONCOURS 101
In addition to the hundreds of 

dedicated Parade volunteers, with-
out whom Parade simply could not 
exist, many attendees also arrived 
early to ready their Porsches for 
judgment day. Concours prepara-
tion is stressful, and competitors 
who are new to the process are 
frequently anxious about the un-
known. What, where, and how am 
I to clean?

National concours judges Pat 
Yanahan and Michael Grove decided 

to proactively do something to allevi-
ate the angst. More than 20 years of 
experience, both good and bad, have 
honed their perspectives on judging. 
Pat recalled, “During my first con-
cours experience, the judge scoring 
my car swiped dirt across my score 
sheet.” Intimidation at its worst.

Consequently, Pat and Mike de-
veloped a training/coaching regimen 
designed to lower the temperature 
and raise the fun quotient for com-
petitors and judges alike. At the 
2022 Parade, new judges received 
a revised training course, and expe-
rienced judges received a refresher. 
Pat and Mike emphasized coaching, 
rather than catching. There would 
be no “grumpy gotchas.” They mod-
ified Concours 101 to incorporate 
a softer, gentler approach for new 
concours competitors. It not only 
covered the rules of the competi-
tion, but also the hows and whys 
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“We joined PCA in 2018, shortly 
after buying this car,” Al explained. 
“I had no idea that the Parade was 
such an important event in the 
Porsche world. When we arrived 
here, it was like the Super Bowl 
of car shows. What the heck am I 
doing here with my 2001 Boxster, a 
mutt among the pedigreed?”

Arriving Thursday, a couple of 
days before the official start, the 
Pondillos simply lucked out when 
they were ushered to the prep area 
inside the Convention Center, rath-
er than outside in the parking lot. 
“I was used to working on the car 
by myself,” Al continued. “Here, it 
was a social event. People stopped 
by, commented on our car, said they 
used to have one, here’s what you 
need to look out for, stuff like that. It 
was great. Brad Sikora coached me. 
He and others were very helpful.”

After they had prepared the car 
for competition for three solid days, 
disaster struck the morning of judg-

ing. The car’s battery was dead and 
the frunk was locked. The judges 
had already begun their rounds. 
Once again, friends and fellow com-
petitors came to the rescue. An ap-
propriate charger was located, and 
the judges gave Al an hour to get the 
car started. The end result? A happy 
one—tied for second in Class PP13T.

PCA Juniors honed their judging skills 

while working with the veterans.

Judging was 

friendly, firm, and 

fair. Competitors 

experienced a 

more interactive 

approach in this 

event, a change 

from the type of 

judging in previous 

Parade concours. 
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THE OCTOBER 14, 1994 headline from the Mid-Ohio 

SCCA Runoffs read, “Porsche 356 Wins G Produc-

tion National Championship! The winning driver: 

Vic Skirmants.” 

Co-founder of the 356 Registry, Skirmants had 

won numerous SCCA Central Division champion-

ships in his 1600cc E Production 356, but winning 

the national G Production championship with a 

1300cc engine that he developed was truly special.

“Porsche built 1300cc engines from 1953-

1955,” says Skirmants. “I didn’t have any parts to 

build a good 1300, so I put together what I could.”  

He used the bottom end of a 1600cc engine, which 

has the same stroke. “I used tiny pistons and cylin-

ders from an original 1300,” he says, adding, “The 

rings on those old pistons were really, really thick, 

and if I went over 5000 rpm they just busted up.”

As time and money allowed, Skirmants had 

custom pistons and cylinders made. “Stock barrels 

were 75 millimeters, and you could go one millime-

ter over, so I had pistons and cylinders done up to 

75.5mm,” he says. “And I put in a hot camshaft.” 

Carbs were single-barrel 40mm Solexes, as used up 

through 1957. “Eventually, when it became legal, I 

put Zeniths on it,” he says. 

Skirmants also did a lot of work on the cylin-

der heads. “I had to use early heads with small 

ports because the 1300 couldn’t run the big 40mm 

intakes and 34mm exhausts,” he says. “But I re-

shaped it completely and that just woke it right up.”

Over the winter of 1990, Skirmants took the en-

gine apart and made some modifications. “I got the 

compression up where it needed to be so it could 

produce power with the new heads I had made,” 

he says. Skirmants finally had a good combination 

and proved it the following year in the April Na-

tionals at Indianapolis Raceway Park. “I was 2.7 

seconds a lap faster!” he says. 

There were other challenges. “I had RSK drums 

up front—nice and wide with big, huge fins,” he 

says. “They still faded out. The drums couldn’t 

handle the speed of the car.” He lobbied the SCCA 

to give him discs like the E Production car. “They 

wouldn’t do it. I said, ‘If you think it’s that big 

an advantage, add 100 pounds to my minimum 

weight. But give me brakes I can use!’ Well, they 

finally gave me the brakes and took 100 pounds off 

the minimum weight,” he laughs.

Now he was cooking with gas! But there was 

one more issue. “I would start off a race pretty 

quickly. Toward the end it would lose its edge a lit-

tle bit. I thought, ‘It’s probably getting too hot back 

there.’ ” A duct ran from one headlight bucket to 

the engine’s cooling fan. He thought, ‘Why not use 

the other headlight to duct air across the carbure-

tors?’ “I did that and boom, the car was just as fast 

at the end of the race as at the beginning.” 

It all came right at the 1994 SCCA Runoffs at 

Mid-Ohio, where the top competitors from across 

the country vie for the winner-takes-all champi-

onship. Skirmants, the only 356 in G Production, 

was running near the front in a field of Spitfires, 

MG Midgets, and Alfas when he and three others 

slid off track on a patch of oil. “So I get back on 

in fourth place, thinking, ‘I’ve got to catch up with 

somebody.’ The next lap the guy in front of me for-

got there was oil, and he was off. Thank you! Then 

I caught and passed the second-place guy.” With 

a handful of laps remaining, Skirmants gave it all 

he had—pulling 8000rpm in top gear at the end of 

the straight. “I set the class record chasing the guy 

in first,” he says. Then, the leader’s throttle cable 

broke and Skirmants was home free.

Somewhere, the Porsche gods were smiling as 

Skirmants and his crew took the victory lap, check-

ered flag waving, not knowing that this would be 

the final SCCA championship for Porsche’s seminal 

model—the immortal 356. —Bruce Sweetman

356 Swan Song 
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Vic Skirmants wrested the last bit of power out of the 356’s 1300cc engine to win the SCCA Championship.

RALLY AND RENNBOW
Leave it to chairperson Lori 

Schutz to blend gooey mud with 
Griot’s Garage Ceramic 3-in-1 wax 
to come up with a winning Histor-
ic Display. Combining rowdy rally 
cars—a nod to the Kalahari Resort 
African theme—with a rainbow 
collection of colorful Porsches was 
both playful and pretty. 

Rally cars ranged from the “real 
deal” 1984 Rothmans ProDrive 
Porsche 911 SC/RS owned by Doug-
las Brown and Susan Sciotto-Brown, 
to the expertly done tribute cars of 
David Geisigner and Aimee Cardwell, 

to off-road Cayennes, to a Carrera 
with a tent on top.

Every Porsche model was repre-
sented in the Rennbow collection, 

Lori Schutz, the mastermind behind Parade’s Historic Display, 

merged rally cars with colorful street cars for a brilliant  

Rally and Rennbow exhibition.
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One could say that 

blues were well 

represented in the 

Historic Display, 

but then again, so 

were reds, orang-

es, and greens.

from 356s to Taycans. Some reflect-
ed an affinity with the hot rod cult: 
the “Frenched” taillights and “ghost” 
script on a righteous, Singer-like 
911. Or pinstriping that would be 
right at home on a ’32 Ford High-
boy Roadster on a Hellblau Metallic 
1989 Speedster. 

Green was a popular color this 
year. Kermit, the Conda Green 993 
of John and Honore D’Angelo, was 
a stunner. Its dark blue interior with 
green deviated stitching, combined 
with its paint-to-sample exterior, 
brought high marks from concours 
judges—1st in Class PPO4T. 

Debbie Cooper’s Radium Green 
1965 356C coupe was an obvious 
star. Her tub, Smokey, won People’s 
Choice of the Historic Display. Don-
na Daufenbach’s 2012 Peridot Metal-
lic Cayman R glowed like the golden 
green semi-precious gem for which 
it was named. Peridot Metallic is a 
five-can color on the rennbow.org 
spectrum, meaning it is among the 
rarest of Porsche paint colors.

Rick Riley’s Smyrna Green GT3 
Touring was a hit (see sidebar). Un-
derstated? Yes. Eye-catching? Abso-
lutely. The gray-green, non-metallic 
color, originally available on the 
1962-’63 356s, was a rare four-can 
paint-to-sample choice.

What does Lori have planned for 
Palm Springs in 2023? Be on the 
lookout for Outlaws!



 56 PANORAMA OCTOBER 2022

Seeing Smyrna Green
RICK RILEY owns the only Smyrna Green 991 GT3 

Touring. The longtime Western Michigan Region 

member and Porschephile wasn’t even familiar 

with the unusual 1962-’63 356 color until a friend 

painted his silver 1962 356B Smyrna Green. “Peter 

Dykema just loved that color,” says Riley.

Later, when Dykema put the 356B up for sale, 

Riley passed on it. “I didn’t want a green Porsche,” 

says Riley, adding, “It went to a guy in Florida.” 

Three years later, the Florida buyer called. “He 

asked if I wanted the car, saying, ‘It’s too hot down 

here to drive it most of the time.’ ” This time Riley 

purchased it and found out what he’d been missing. 

“Everywhere I took that car—I mean every-

where—people would come up to me and say, 

‘What color is that?’ ” recalls Riley. “It didn’t have 

to be a Porsche event or even a car-related thing; 

everybody wanted to know what the color was!” 

And that experience led to his next choice.

In late 2016 he decided to buy a GT3 Touring, 

and he was set on Smyrna Green. “I had to get a 

spray-out panel from John Willhoit and send that 

to Germany,” says Riley. “Porsche took a while but 

they finally said, ‘Yes, we can [do it].’ Riley placed 

the order on January 15, 2017. “Then, on January 

25, they called and said, ‘We can’t build your car 

because Paint to Sample is full.’ ” Riley was not 

pleased.

Four months later, as Riley was driving to the 

Indy 500, his phone rang. “It was the dealership, 

and the sales manager said, ‘Rick, do you still want 

your car?’ They figured out how to take my mon-

ey,” he laughs.

Remembering those days, Riley muses, “I or-

dered this thing in Smyrna Green. I’m looking at the 

1962 356B and at the shape of modern cars and I’m 

thinking, is this going to look alright, or not so hot?” 

He goes on, “There was a green on the configurator, 

but it’s not the same. I had a moment of indecision 

there while I was waiting for the silly thing to be de-

livered. And then it comes, and it’s like ‘Wow!’ ”

Does he get a lot of questions about the color 

of his 911 GT3 Touring? “I was driving back from 

the Parade. It’s a nine-hour drive and I wasn’t on 

a schedule to get back, so I did it in three-hour seg-

ments,” he says. “I’m sitting at a rest stop parked 

off all by myself, and this young fellow comes over 

and says, ‘Is that your car?’ ‘Yes,’ I said. And he 

asks, ’Well, what color is that?’ And I think, here 

we go!

“He’s from New York City, drives a mail truck, 

and he knew all about GT3s and the 911R. He was 

very knowledgeable, you know, and we talked for 

half an hour. Finally, he said, ‘I saw you go by. I’d 

never seen that color before.’ So yes, it continues.”

One more thing. “I got the Smyrna license 

plate,” says Riley. “I guess it’s a little smug, but 

when someone asks I just say, ‘Well, look at the 

license plate.’ ” Riley waits a beat and says, “And 

then we start talking.”  —Bruce Sweetman

PIRELLI IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE PCA

NO MATTER THE NEED 
                   PIRELLI HAS THE RIGHT TIRE

Our portfolio has you covered for the classics and the track - 
not to mention, the all-around everyday.
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Bruno’s Safari
A PCA MEMBER since 1972, Jim Newton of Con-

necticut brought his sports purpose 1973 Porsche 

911T to Parade this year. Jim is well-known in the 

club for his technical expertise and his Porsche 

restorations, including a concours Manhattan Tro-

phy-winning 1973 Carrera RS.  

Originally prepared by Bruno Kreibich of New 

York in 1976, this 911T, VIN 9113102778, is one of the 

more authentic SCCA Pro Rally cars to have survived 

from that era. It’s also one of the few 911s that com-

peted in the series during that time. 

Records show that Bruno moved from Czecho-

slovakia to Queens, New York, where he started a 

small repair shop named Bruno’s VW Repair. By the 

early ‘70s he had built a custom Beetle, nicknamed 

the “Desert Mouse,” that he ran in the Baja 1000. 

With a growing interest in rallying, Bruno be-

came intrigued by the Porsche factory’s East African 

Safari 911s. He wanted to build his own version from 

a Porsche 911T so he could campaign it in smaller off-

road events stateside. 

At the time, his friend Joe Hoppen worked at 

Porsche’s Competition Department. So, in 1976, Bru-

no ordered several factory “sports purpose” parts to 

build a “Safari 911.” His kit included a rally suspen-

sion, skid plates, a 110-liter plastic gas tank, an RS-

spec MFI engine, and a five-speed short-ratio gear-

box with a limited-slip differential and front fender 

cooler. Bruno later added hood lamps, RS flares, and 

mud flaps to better compete. An RS front bumper, 

ducktail, and ST flares are also visible in some of the 

old race photos.

Throughout the late ’70s and early ’80s, Bruno 

rallied this Porsche in ten events. It carried the dis-

tinctive red and blue Bruno livery on a white shell 

with a variety of different race numbers. With this 

car, Bruno won the 1980 NARRA Atlantic 200 with 

navigator Jeff Becker. He also took it to Pikes Peak in 

1981, where he finished mid-pack. In 1982, he placed 

third at the SCCA Pro Rally event called the Big Bend 

Bash. In another 911, a 1972 T with ST flares, Bruno 

competed in additional SCCA Pro Rally events. Then, 

like the famous U.S. rally driver John Buffum, he 

drove for Audi in a Quattro into the 2000s. 

In 1989, Jim purchased our featured 1973 911T 

from its third owner, Ed Healey of Massachusetts, 

who had painted the car all white. Before that, it was 

owned by Bill Buff, a well-known racer and driving 

coach based in the Northeast. 

Fortunately, all the original rally parts were still 

on the car when Jim bought it, except for the seats 

and timing equipment, which he replaced. Unusual 

features include a Matter steel roll cage, 934 pedal 

box and front oil tank, Argus oil lines, RSR wiring 

harness, and 935 rear spring plates with modified 

alloy trailing arms to accept front “S” brakes. Using 

historic photos, Jim returned the ’73 T to its RS flared 

configuration wearing Bruno’s colors and the race 

number 5 from the Pikes Peak event. 

“There’s also a hydraulic fly brake,” Jim reports. 

“By my house is a dirt road, so I tried it out going 

into a corner. You just lightly pull it up momentarily, 

and it puts the car into a slight rotation. Then you get 

back on the throttle and the car goes straight. What 

makes this 911 special is its continuous development, 

starting as a stock T, then a shop-built Safari 911 us-

ing factory parts, then an SCCA Pro Rally race car, 

and then a historically accurate preserved example 

of what you could do in the ’70s.”

Thanks to privateers like Bruno, Porsche claimed 

many podium finishes in off-road racing. And, thanks 

to PCA members like Jim Newton, we have this pre-

served rally car to admire and learn from. For early 

911 sports purpose enthusiasts, seeing an example 

like this firsthand at Parade, with the battle scars  

and patina intact, is a special treat.  —Randy Wells

Complete records ensured that Jim Newton could return this 911T to its early rally configuration.
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An Unlikely RV
PARKED UP against the big 3-D Porsche sign at the 

entrance to the Kalahari Resort Convention Center, 

a 2004 996 C4S took pride of place at the Poconos 

Porsche Parade. This particular 996 featured a Ya-

kima Skyrise HD rooftop tent mounted on Porsche’s 

Roof Transport System. The tent’s front door flap 

lay open occasionally during the weeklong event, 

inviting a look inside and revealing a Pendleton 

blanket, mummy-style sleeping bag, and a little 

pillow. Quaint. 

But this wasn’t a budget-minded registrant’s Pa-

rade lodging. This is the traveling rig of Brock Keen, 

a longtime PCA member and fourth-generation Or-

egonian who combines his passions for adventure 

camping and spirited motoring with this no-com-

promises solution. He had just driven 3,117 miles 

from Portland. “I took the scenic route,” he says. 

“Camped all the way.” In case you’re wondering, 

Keen did have a room at the Kalahari.

PCA saved him a parking spot this time, but it 

wasn’t always so easy. On one of his first outings, 

to the 2018 Rennsport Reunion VI at Laguna Seca, 

California, he couldn’t find a place to camp and 

wound up on 17-Mile Drive. “They let me in and 

then I just didn’t come out,” he recalls. “I was re-

ally stressed out about getting caught, so I didn’t 

sleep very well. And then I woke up soaking wet 

because of the fog.”

Over the next few years, Keen camped all over 

the Pacific Northwest and the Southwest, usually 

with his wife Sara and Lucy, their Goldendoodle. 

“We’ve got close to 100 nights in the tent, with the 

frunk filled with firewood, a couple of backpacking 

chairs, and a backpacking table,” he says. 

Keen shares his adventures on social media. 

His postings and videos have inspired Porsche lov-

ers all over the world and brought attention and 

support from many companies, including Yakima 

and Porsche. It’s a dream come true. “I had multi-

ple businesses in the past,” he says. “Since this got 

so much traction, and I like to take photos and do 

video and that kind of stuff, I just started building 

out my team of people.” Now Keen is doing short 

films for Porsche Classic and Porsche Clubs Global. 

“It’s a little bit of a surreal experience,” he says. “I 

can get a little emotional about it, actually. It’s not 

one of those things that I ever expected.” 

Whether it’s promoting the in-dash Porsche Clas-

sic Communication Management system or sharing 

the joy of his latest road trip, Keen’s films and Insta-

gram postings benefit from his laid-back personality 

and authentic enthusiasm. “My obligation to people 

who are watching what I do, is just to do what I do,” 

he says. Long after the film stops rolling, you know 

Keen will be out there logging miles and camping 

under the stars somewhere.

You can follow Brock Keen on Instagram at 

996roadtrip. —Bruce Sweetman

Cozy shelter accompanies Keen no matter  

how far off the beaten path he travels.

©2022 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Contact us at 1-800-PORSCHE or porscheusa.com.

Keep your dream in motion.

Porsche Genuine Parts.
Contact your local authorized Porsche dealer to learn more.

Staying uncompromising on the road means never compromising
under the hood. Unlike other third-party products, Porsche Genuine
Parts are designed to the exacting specifications of Porsche vehicles,
and are backed by a 2-year/unlimited mileage limited warranty. To 
keep your dream car driving like a dream, there truly is no substitute.
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THE POWER OF BROWN
Porsche is known for its color 

palette. Over the years, Porsche has 
offered more than 110 shades of 
blue and 60 each of red and green. 
A potpourri of color. But brown? 
With only a tick over 30 choices, 
that hue could not be considered 
a popular menu choice. Some have 
said that brown is a polarizing col-
or for a car—one either loves it, or, 
well, doesn’t. We encountered sev-
eral owners of brown Porsches at 
the Pocono Parade and asked them 
how and why they chose the color. 

Mick and Regina Doyle own a 
Copper Brown Metallic 1978 928 
with a psychedelic brown Pasha in-
terior. Mick said he wasn’t looking 
for a brown car, but maybe it was 
just serendipitous. He explained, 
“My very first car was a 1970 Javelin 
SST, Moroccan Brown with a white 
Landau roof and tan interior. When 
bright sun hit that metallic brown, it 
simply glowed. When I came across 
this 928, with its metallic brown 
hue, it was like the car was in per-
petual sunshine. I fell in love with it. 
The Pasha interior was a real plus.”

Jim and Rachel Earlbeck’s 2022 

Papaya Metallic Macan GTS may 
not technically be brown, but it 
was “close enough for government 
work,” as the saying goes. Jim and 
Rachel ordered their GTS in this 
color as a tribute to a Burnt Orange 
1972 Dodge Tradesman van Jim 
had when his hair was long and his 
hearing not yet degraded by the era’s 
loud music. Taking ownership of 
their brand-new Macan the very day 
before Parade, they were especially 
drawn to its Black/Mojave Beige in-
terior. “The face of the Sport Chrono 
is Mojave. It picks up the color in the 
deviated stitching,” explained Jim. 
An Umber Brown Cayenne Diesel 
shares garage space with the Macan.

We also ran into Candyce Jones, 
who owns a concours-winning 1973 
911S in Sepia Brown that was fea-
tured in Panorama in September 
2020. Candyce’s late husband or-
dered the car in that color, which 
was last offered in 1973. Striking? 
Yes. “I noticed his car two weeks 
before I met my future husband,” 
remarked Candyce. The car played 
an important part in their life. “We 
even changed the oil together.” The 
car sat unused and neglected for two 

years after her husband’s death in 
2008. Finally, Candyce acquiesced to 
her friends’ urgings. “Drive it or sell 
it,” they said. And drive it she did, to 
the 2010 PCA Parade in St. Charles, 
Illinois, where she achieved a first in 
her class.

Chris and Debbie Moore brought 
two brown cars to the Pocono Pa-
rade, a modified Cashmere Beige 1978 
SC coupe and a Macadamia Brown 
Metallic 2012 Cayman. Left back 
home in Ohio is another brown-tone 
Porsche, a Kalahari Beige 1986 951. 
Chris explained that the 951 and the 
SC, both former race cars, “just found 
their way to me.” The SC retained it 
roots, in that its Cashmere Beige exte-
rior and brown plaid interior are not-
ed on its Certificate of Authenticity. 

Is there some explanation why 
a certain color or tone is chosen 
over and over again? According to 
Psychology Today, “…as people in-
creasingly experience pleasure in 
something they bought in a partic-
ular color, they will tend to choose 
similar objects in the future with the 
same color. This leads to a self-per-
petuating situation.” That’s as good 
an explanation as any.

The few. The proud. 

The…brown? Well, 

brown may not be 

the hottest number 

on the dance card, 

but there are 

enthusiasts who 

would not have it 

any other way.
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THE FAMILY THAT PLAYS TOGETHER
PCA’s Parade has always been 

about family. This year, there was 
no truer affi rmation of family feal-
ty than the Hamills. Led by Maury 
Hamill, the family patriarch, three 
generations of Hamills raced three 
different Porsches around the auto-
cross course at the Poconos Parade. 
Although notched by his children 
and grandchildren, Maury still post-
ed a respectable time of 53.210 in 
his 718 Cayman—very respectable 
considering that he is 90 years old 
and has been driving with gusto for 
70 years!

With a history that included a 
brief stint with the International Mo-
tor Sports Association (IMSA), Mau-
ry told us his story. “I’ve always been 
a car guy,” he began. “My mother 
said my fi rst words were ‘car’… ‘car.’ 
She was disappointed that I didn’t 
fi rst say ‘mama.’ My fi rst car was a 
hand-me-down 1951 Dodge convert-
ible when I left for the Air Force 
after college. Halfway through pilot 
training, I bought a 1955 Thunder-
bird, which I unfortunately wrecked 
right after I fi nished pilot training. A 
1956 Corvette followed. That’s the 
car I started autocrossing with. The 
event was called gymkhana back 

then. We sometimes had novelty 
gymkhanas where the driver went 
through the course backwards, or 
blindfolded with a passenger trying 
to guide the way.”

Children briefl y interrupted Mau-
ry’s sports car ownership. Ty was 
born in 1963, Heather in 1964. Mau-
ry bought his fi rst Porsche in Octo-
ber of 1972. It was a 1973 914 2.0, 
considered by many to be the best 
model year for four-cylinder 914s. 
“I kept that car for 34 years,” added 
Maury, whose current Porsche is a 
white 2018 718 Cayman.

There’s a saying about the acorn 
not falling far from the tree. The Ha-
mill clan confi rms that expression. 
Heather O. Hamill shared seat time 
with her son Zac in her white 2013 
Boxster. Ty Hamill shared seat time 
with his son, Andrew, in his white 
2018 Cayman GTS. All white cars. 
All mid-engine cars. 

Not all Hamills raced on four 
wheels. Ty’s 16-year old son, Jake, 
smoked the fi eld with a time of 19:04 
to achieve an overall win at Parade’s 
5K event. This was Jake’s second 
consecutive victory, having won 
overall at last year’s Parade as well. 
Jake did buck the family trend, how-
ever. He wore dark running attire. 

Three generations of the autocrossing Hamill clan. From left to right: Family patriarch 

Maury, daughter Heather, grandchildren Zac and Andrew, and son Ty. Hot shoes, all.
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a way to stack and display them on a home lift 
made just for you. No side posts. No clutter.
Autostacker’s low-profile entry ramp handles 
autos that other lifts wouldn’t dare. Keep your 
space looking sharp with the only home stacker 
that’s truly worthy of your pride.
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Pretty in Olive
PORSCHE PUSHED its color palette over the years, 

and inevitably some hues turned off as many people 

as they turned on. Take the color Olive. “I had never 

heard of this color,” says David Newman. “I saw a pic-

ture of the car online and it just clicked! I thought, that’s 

fantastic!” And unusual. “Less than one percent of 912s 

were ordered in a special color, let alone Olive.”

Ronald Rueb had been in that one percent group. At 

26 years of age, he purchased the car new from a Bay 

Area Porsche dealership. “Mr. Rueb took care of it for 

the next 50 years, until his death in 2019,” says New-

man. “He died without a will, so a public administrator 

settled the estate and the car was sold at a government 

auction.”

Porsche air-cooled specialist Mark Allen, of Vin-

tage Excellence in North San Diego, picked up the Olive 

912 at the auction and did a light refurbishment before 

Newman purchased it in 2021. “I got the Kardex and 

all the service records with the car,” says Newman, 

“along with Rueb’s personal notes.”

Besides choosing the special color, Rueb had op-

tioned the 912 with a sunroof, chrome wheels, bumper- 

ettes, leather-wrapped steering wheel, tinted glass, 

and a Blaupunkt Frankfurt radio. With all these op-

tions, the 912’s cost came to nearly that of a contem-

porary 911T. 

Rueb had a total engine rebuild done at 97,000 

miles in 1986 by Lukes and Shorman. “They were kind 

of a famous race shop at the time,” says Newman, add-

ing, “The rebuild, at $5,761, was basically what the car 

cost new. It showed his level of dedication to maintain-

ing the car.” 

When Newman acquired the Olive 912 in early 

2021 it had 119,000 miles on the clock. “It was running 

pretty well,” he says. “But I decided to do an engine 

rebuild before bringing it to the Poconos.” Newman 

did the engine overhaul himself while subbing out the 

machine work.

The 912 engine sounded good as Newman posi-

tioned it for photos. After popping the rear deck, he 

stuck his nose into the engine bay like a father looking 

in on a new baby. He detected a bit of a stronger aro-

ma than he was anticipating but left no doubt that he 

would sort it out.

Former PCA President Prescott Kelly, who judged 

Newman’s 912 at the 2022 Poconos Parade, offered 

encouraging words about his car and shared a story 

about its unusual color. 

“At the 2008 Parade in Charlotte, I was taking the 

honorary judges around, including Wolfgang Porsche 

and his brother Hans-Peter,” says Kelly. “When we 

came up to an Olive Green 912, Wolfgang said, ‘Ah, 

that’s that terrible color you specified.’ He looked to me 

and explained that from 1968 until 1972, Hans-Peter 

selected the product mix—the colors, interiors, and en-

gines—T’s and S’s. ‘He made a lot of green cars,’ said 

Wolfgang, and turning to Hans-Peter, he said, ‘That’s 

the ugliest color you ever spec’d.’ Noting the surround-

ing crowd, Hans-Peter replied, ‘The public loves it! 

Look how people love it now.’ So they had a little fami-

ly squabble,” says Kelly. “Very, very good-humored.”

Newman is unabashedly proud of his Olive 912. 

“I like the orange cars and the green cars, but I prefer 

this,” he says. “My goal is to maintain the car in an un-

restored state while keeping it in factory-original con-

dition.” He adds, “I hope I can be as good a steward of 

this special car as Ronold Rueb was in his 50 years of 

caring ownership.” —Bruce Sweetman

Despite its 119,000 miles, Newman’s 

well-optioned 1969 912 shows beautifully 

inside and out, and its unusual color makes 

it even more special to him.
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The Cars, The People, The Sights 
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Beating on drums 

and breakdancing, 

pigs and Porsches, 

the Kalahari Resort 

was a lively place 

during the third 

week of June.
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Porsche Club of 

America’s 66th 

Parade in Pocono 

Manor, Pennsyl-

vania: seven days; 

3,000 Porsche 

enthusiasts; 

1,000 Porsches. 

Awesome is an 

understatement.


